       Humanities Annotated Bibliography Assignment
        
Length:	1000 words (Five separate sources)

Write a descriptive or informative annotated bibliography for one of the Humanities Essay questions.  You need to include a minimum of 5 sources for the AB assignment (although you need a minimum of 6 sources for the essay). Each of these requires an annotation of approximately 200 words in length.   This will give you a total of 1000 words.
This Annotated Bibliography is to set the groundwork for your chosen Humanities Essay question.
0A descriptive or informative annotated bibliography describes or summarizes a source. It describes why the source is useful for researching a particular topic or question and its distinctive features. In addition, it describes the author's main arguments and conclusions. 
Step One:
			
· 	Carefully analyse your chosen essay question.  It is vital that you understand what the essay question is really asking you. 

This question must be stated at the top of the Annotated Bibliography document.

Step Two: 
   
· 	Choose your sources:  Locate items that apply to your topic. 

· 	Review the items: Choose the items that provide a wide variety of perspectives on your topic. Article abstracts are helpful in this process.

Questions to consider when choosing a text 

Keep the following questions in mind to help clarify your choices.
1. What topic/ problem am I investigating?
2. What question(s) am I exploring? Identify the aim of your literature research.
3. What kind of material am I looking at and why? Am I looking for journal articles, reports, policies or primary historical data?
4. Does each text relate to my research topic and assignment requirements?
5. What are the essential or key texts on my topic? Am I finding them? Are the sources valuable or often referred to in other texts?


Step Three:
· Write the citation: The complete citation should always come first and the annotation follows. 

Step Four:
    Write the annotation: (200 words for each) This assignment requires you to write 5 descriptive annotations and these are to be written in paragraph form.  Firstly you will need a general summary of the main points made in the article.  This is followed by an assessment of the credibility of the article’s discussion and how relevant and useful it will be when answering your essay question.  
·    You can include:
·    The purpose of the work
·    A summary of its content – what main argument is presented and what support does it include; or what main ideas does it discuss.
·    Information about the author(s)
·    For what type of audience the work is written
·    Its relevance to the topic/essay question
·    Any special or unique features about the material
·    If applicable the research methodology – does it have quantitative or                    qualitative elements to it? Or a mixture of both? Is it/are they appropriate? 
·   The strengths, weaknesses or biases in the material
·    How reliable do you feel the information is?
Annotated bibliographies must be arranged alphabetically.

Step Five:

Make sure:

· You have followed the required format as set out above
· You have attempted to use your ‘voice’ rather than always paraphrasing the ideas of the authors
· The language is error free
· The presentation meets requirements. Use Microsoft Word format, 12 point Arial font with 1.5 spacing between lines. 

